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Has not Rab said, “A man is not permitted to speak on [this] subject in 
the presence of his master unless he has approved or unless he has 
served [his apprenticeship]? 


[D] How does one proceed? 


[E] First his master summarizes for him the chief points of the 
chapters, then he approves [to the disciple expounding the rest]. 


[F] R. Hiyya in the name of R. Yohanan: “Rabbi had a 
distinguished disciple, and he expounded one chapter in the 
Work of the Chariot without Rabbi’s permission. He was 
smitten by a skin disease.” 


[G] This teaching is like two paths, one of fire and one of snow. If 
one inclines to this side, one dies by fire; to that side, and one 
dies by snow. What should one do? Walk in the middle. 


Once Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai was going on the road, riding on an 
ass, and R. Eleazar ben Arakh was walking behind him. [Eleazar] said 
to Yohanan, “Master, teach me a chapter in the Work of the Chariot.” 


[R. Yohanan] said to him, “Have not the sages taught thus: Nor the 
Chariot unless he is a sage and understands of his own 
knowledge?” 


[R. Eleazar] said to him, “Master, give me permission to speak about 
the subject in your presence.” He said to him, “Speak!” 


As soon as R. Eleazar ben Arakh opened [his discourse] on the Work 
of the Chariot, Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai got off the ass, saying, “It 
is not right that I should be hearing about the glory of my Creator 
while still seated on an ass!” They went and sat down under a tree. 


Then fire fell from heaven and surrounded them, and the ministering 
angels skipped before them like wedding guests rejoicing before the 
bridegroom. An angel answered from the midst of the fire and said, 
“According to your words, Eleazar ben Arakh, is the Work of the 
Chariot.” 


Immediately all the trees opened their mouths and sang, “Then shall all 
the trees of the wood sing for joy” (Ps. 96:12). 


When R. Eleazar ben Arakh finished [expounding] the Work of the 
Chariot, Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai stood up and kissed him upon 
his head and said, “Blessed be the Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, who has given to Abraham our father a wise son who knows 
how to expound on the glory of our father who is in heaven. Some 


